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client word
 MUM KNOWS BEST

Our brand new 759 Super Cab Sport will
be officially launched at the Hutchwilco
New Zealand Boat Show on May 17.

But Matt Watson, presenter The ITM
Fishing Show, has been putting a pre-
production model through its paces since
February.

Showcasing nearly 10-years of design
and engineering advances the 759 Super
Cab Sport has a sleek stylish profile which
Matt describes as “a mean, striking
looking boat.”

The ultra-slim profile of the G3 pontoons
coupled with a slight modification in the
hull create a vastly improved cushioning
system, resulting in an even smoother ride
and better handling performance on turns.

“Right from the word go, I was impressed.
We negotiated a steep chop over the
Hokianga Bar and the 759 sat right on top
of it. When the GPS told me we were
sitting on 22 knots, I didn’t believe it,”
Matt said.

A 275 litre fuel tank, battery and storage
lockers, optional transom box and bigger
V-berth all make the new 759 perfect for
the fisherman with an emphasis on cockpit
space. There’s also a roof overhang for
shelter, and eight roof-mounted rod
holders come standard.

The external profile is slightly slimmer,
just under 2.5m but inside its 200mm wider.

Matt really appreciates the extra room
the slightly narrower pontoons give. His
first run was no cruisy ride, he had six
passengers, two lots of dive gear and 500
litres of fuel on board.

Although few boaties take a full film crew
out on a fishing expedition the extra space
with this new model will suit all boaties.

With the smooth ride and a spacious
interior made possible by the G3 Positive
Buoyancy™ tube, this boat almost had
even Matt fooled.

“I had to go out the back of the boat to
get a feel for the speed. It was so quiet

and smooth inside it was really hard to
gauge,” he said.

Matt admits he was anxious about trying
this new model.

“This is my fourth Stabi-Craft and I
honestly didn’t think a ride could get any
better, but with this new 759 Super Cab
Sport, Stabi have done it again. I can put
my hand on my heart and say I have
complete faith in the Stabi-Craft brand.”

It turns out mother always knows best - even when it comes
to buying a boat.

The old adage certainly proved true for Nathan and Renae Foss,
of Tasmania. As a relaxing escape from his career in the hectic
finance world, Nathan spent months heading down to the jetty
and casting off - only to continually return home empty handed.

"I got to the stage where I said 'enough is enough, you're getting
a boat. You work hard and I'm tired of you moaning that you
never catch a fish'," Renae recalled.

"The very next Saturday, we went to Deegan Marine with the
intention of buying a tinny. Nathan said that's all he wanted,
just a boat, nothing flash."

A familiar face was on hand - Renae's mother Jan Gamble has
worked for the marine specialists for over 10 years.

"We hadn't factored in mother's input. Mum's response to her
daughter buying a boat was 'the only boat you are allowed out
in is a Stabi-Craft," Renae said.

"And they say the rest is history."

Since buying their Stabi-Craft 509 Fishr in June last year, the
couple has spent nearly every weekend on the water.

"In our first six months the motor recorded 78 hours of use and
to date I would say we are now over 100 hours."

Making the most of fantastic weather during the Christmas
period, Nathan and Renae explored waterways all around
Tasmania, starting south at Bruny Island catching flathead and
filming dolphins frolicking beside the boat.

They then headed to Triabunna on the east coast catching
Couta and Maria Island for stunning views, north to Coles Bay
to reel in more flathead and Gummy shark, and Water House
Island to add squid to the haul.

"We had a week back on land then went to Port Sorell for more
Gummy shark and finished at Strahan on the west coast cruising
up the Gordan River into the World Heritage Area for some
great pictures," Renae said.

"I'm sure Nathan and I will be part of the Stabi-Craft family for
a very long time."
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new word
                          THE 759 SUPER CAB SPORT

Renae and Nathan Foss have been discovering Tasmania's
beauty in the Stabi-Craft 509 Fishr.



What started with an innocent sign-up sheet in the staff
smoko room turned into a factory v office paintball battle of
epic proportions.

“I’m pretty sure there were a few people gunning for some of
us office guys – I think they thought we would be easy-beats,”
sales support Simon Swale said.

“But it doesn’t take much to get the adrenalin rush and in no
time you’re pretending you’re Arnold Schwarzenegger.”

For the record, the office team whipped the factory 3-0 –
depending who you ask.

“If you call winning sticking 60 pellets into some poor bugger
then the factory boys probably won, but if it’s actually following
the rules and securing the flag, then we were victorious,”
Simon said.

It was hardly a covert operation with a structured strategy –
in fact, success relied more on the “anything that moved we
shot” theory.

“The guns aren’t that accurate so you have to get up close
and personal … and with all the trees in the paintball arena,

people can sneak up behind you and you don’t even know
they’re there until they fire a couple of pellets into your back.”

In stark contrast to the colourful array of splatter adorning
participants, paintball does have a dark side – there were a
few war wounds being nursed the next day.

“Oh yeah, they hurt,” Simon said.

The team at Stabi-Craft Marine are used to meeting the needs
of boaties who like to sink a line and lure in a few fish.

So they were intrigued but not fazed when The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints sought them out to provide a safe,
roomy, robust craft equally at home in high seas and shallow
water which they could use around the islands of Tonga.

The church settled on three 759 Super Cabs - 7.8m long boats
brimming with features, including an ample 3.6m of cabin space.

One of the boats will be based at Nuku'alofa, Tonga's capital,
situated in the Tongatapu island group. A second will be used in
the Vava'u island area and the third in the Ha'apai island group.

Stabi-Craft sales manager Sean McColl said like all boats
manufactured at the company's Invercargill factory, the trio of
vessels were custom-built to ensure a perfect fit with the client's
requirements.

"Equipping the boats with safety gear was important, and they
needed low maintenance as there aren't a lot of marine workshops
in the islands," he said.

"We also fitted extra large fuel tanks because the boats will be
covering quite big distances between the islands. Another custom
build was extra foldaway seating on the deck."

Darrell Rapata, purchasing manager for the church, said the boats
would be used to ferry missionaries around the islands, and to
transport building materials to maintain their churches and schools.

Mr Rapata said the church bought a 689 Fish'r boat 18 months
ago for the same type of work around the islands of Kiribati in
the Pacific.

"It's been trouble-free and we liked the idea of the pontoons
which make the boats virtually unsinkable," he said.

staff word
  PAINTBALL HI-JINKS

aussie word
     HISTORIC MOMENT

When Australians Justin Jones and James
Castrission made landfall on New Zealand's west
coast in the first kayak to ever cross the Tasman
Sea, a TV3 camera crew on board a Stabi-Craft was
alongside the plucky pair to record history in the
making.

"We met up with the kayak about 4 to 5 km from shore,"
Lindsay Hollard said.

Lindsay, who owns West Coast Marine in New
Plymouth with his wife Diana, drove the Stabi-Craft
659 Super Cab - the new demonstrator model from
the couple's showroom.

"There was a little bit of chop and a slight sea breeze,
no worries for the 659, it was steady as a rock. The
cameraman said to me later he'd felt seasick while
out filming the day before, but felt fine with us.

"That's why I chose the Stabi-Craft. The brief from
TV3 was for a boat that was stable and safe and with
plenty of room for shooting."

Stabi-Craft are rigid-hulled, aluminium boats designed
and manufactured in Invercargill and with their all-
encompassing pontoons are a byword for safety and
stability no matter what the water conditions.

Lindsay has been messing about on boats all his life
and he and Diana chose a Stabi-Craft 509 Fish'r for
peace of mind on their days off when they venture
out on the water with their children, Jake (3) and Cara
(18 months).

A Stabi-Craft 759 Super Cab

In the competitive boating world, Chivers Marine likes to stand out in
the crowd.

The Western Australia boating experts are the latest to join our dealer
network – a partnership Luke Chivers already rates highly.

“We’ve always been aware of Stabi-Craft because it has such a strong
reputation. We wanted something that was really going to offer a point of
difference,” he said.

“We really wanted to find a niche in the market and we felt the uniqueness
of Stabi-Craft presented us the best opportunity to achieve that.”

Innovative design concepts and superior construction put Stabi-Craft in
a league of our own as far as Luke’s concerned.

“It’s nice to be different sometimes.

“We think Stabi-Craft puts us in a more premium market and we wanted
to really separate ourselves from the lower quality brands out there,”
he said.

A family business with nearly 50 year’s experience, Chivers Marine are
undoubted experts in their field. Not only do they sell an extensive range
of vessels, they design and manufacture a series of plate aluminium and
fiberglass boats under the Meridian moniker.

“We understand what goes into making a quality product … and Stabi-
Craft lives up to our expectations,” Luke said.

Situated between Perth and Fremantle, Chivers Marine caters for an array
of waterways from open sea to estuarine and canals for its client base.

“Our coast here is fairly renowned for getting a bit rough,” Luke said.

“The big attraction is that we know we have a good off-shore boat to offer
now. It’s an excellent ride but they’re sure-footed as well so you get a real
sense of confidence … it’s a great all-round boat.”

dealer word
                                        CHIVERS JOINS THE TEAM

gospel word
               ON A MISSION

A feisty 205kg blue marlin proved no match for keen angler Maureen
Conder recently.

Maureen, of Power Boat Services in Tauranga, hauled in the monster
catch near White Island during the Tauranga Ladies competition.

“Unfortunately we got back too late for weigh-in,” she said.

You’d expect the giant catch to blitz the competition but it actually
would have only snared second place for Maureen, with a 217kg blue
marlin taking top honours.

Maureen ventured to her own Mt Maunganui Sport Fishing Club to
hang it on the scales.

“It was great to take it to our own club – everyone was cheering when
we pulled up with it,” she said.

The head of her impressive catch will be trophy mounted for the wall.

“It’s my biggest catch – so far anyway,” she said.

While marlin and other sport fish provided a worthy challenge, Maureen
got just as much satisfaction reeling in a nice blue cod for dinner.

“I enjoy all fishing – it’s just about getting out in the boat.”

fishy word
                                     MONSTER MARLIN

Simon Swale and Sean McColl prepare for battle Maureen and her monster blue marlin


