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When Tom Nelson was a boy growing up
in Washington State on the Pacific coast of
the United States he thought there were
two types of people in the world: “Those
that trolled for chinook salmon in the Hope
Island area and those that fished for chinook
in the Skagit River.”

Now the owner of his own successful fishing
guide business, Skagit River Outfitters, and
a popular TV and radio fishing show host,
he sees the world in quite a different way:
There’s those that captain a Stabi-Craft and
there’s those that gaze admiringly at them.

Tom has a Stabi 759 Super Cab and getting
in and out of the harbour can be a slow thing.

“It’s become a question and answer period
and I’ve become pretty good at pronouncing
Invercargill,” he said.

Tom used his Stabi-Craft for the pilot of a
new TV show All Star Anglers he is shooting
with friend Kevin Gogan, a former NFL All-
Pro lineman and Superbowl team captain.

Tom is lavish in his praise of Stabi-Craft but,
like many fishermen, his early days were
spent on fibreglass, wooden & steel boats.
Aluminium was just not an option.

“Growing up on my Dad’s steel hull boat I
come from a heavy boat background and

you go through a lot of fuel in a season’s
fishing,” he said.

“When I initially went out on the Stabi-Craft
I thought it was too light. I felt I could get
badly knocked around in it. Well, I couldn’t
have been more wrong. The chambered
design of the aluminium pontoon directs the
water spray down so your landing is
cushioned and you don’t slap and pound the
next wave and get all the physical abuse
that goes with it.”

As the price of fuel continues to soar globally,
Tom is thrilled with the savings of the
Stabi-Craft.

“You win two ways with fuel economy,
you burn less out on the water and
there’s savings when you’re towing it.
Over a season’s fishing the savings
are tremendous.”

The new generation design of the 759, which
has raised the floor five inches, makes it
easier to reach over the gunwales to net
those fighting fish.

“The narrowing of the pontoons means
there’s more room on the deck so two or
three guys can work side by side. It’s great
to have that extra room if you’re playing a
really hot fish and the two of you are chasing

it round the boat. It means you’re not fighting
the fish and the boat at the same time!”

He first saw a Stabi-Craft at the Seattle
Boat Show and immediately noticed its
unique lines.

“Those pontoons are also what give it rigidity
and strength. It’s a continuing source of
comfort when I’m out on the water,” he said.

“I fish the rough stuff off the Washington
coast, Canada and southeast Alaska. Some
of the roughest water in North America calls
this area home and my 759 runs through it
like a hot knife through butter.

“This rough water capability is rivalled
only by costly, beefy catamarans and when
heavy weather is keeping the fleet in the
harbour, it’s just me and a cat or two sharing
the fish!”

Tom Nelson and his Stabi-Craft 759 Super Cab

latest word
              LIKE A HOT KNIFE THROUGH BUTTER

Buying a boat sight unseen from the other side of the world can
be a tad unnerving, but James Morley, from the UK, never doubted
Stabi-Craft was the right choice. He shares his story.

“When you hit 40 and both your children are teenagers, you know
that decisive action is necessary to defeat the symptoms of
greying hair, afternoon naps and staying in on a Saturday night.

We’d had a speed boat when I was a teenager and the arguments
for following in my parents’ footsteps were overwhelming.  We
needed a rescue boat for dinghy sailing and we all needed
to learn how to waterski. The fact that we live nearly as far
from the sea as it is possible to do in the UK is, of course,
totally irrelevant.

The safety factor of a RIB really appealed to me, but the estuary
that we visit for holidays has a 9m tidal range and the moorings
all dry. Mention this to exhibitors at a show and they all start to
look concerned and steer you towards a much more expensive
industrial specification hull.

Nevertheless, a day in a RIB to watch the end of the Global
Challenge yacht race convinced me on one factor – jockey seats
are brilliant! Sitting astride the seat and being able to absorb the
waves with your knees is far easier on the back than the
conventional seats fitted in most speedboats.

In December 2003 we visited New Zealand to stay with my wife’s
sister and family in Queenstown. My brother-in-law has a Stabi-
Craft – an old 430 wide with a 40hp Yamaha on the back. I really
liked the design idea, the build quality and the low maintenance
of an all aluminium hull.

Two years later we were back again and this time managed to
work in a trip to the Stabi-Craft factory at Invercargill. Sales
manager Sean McColl showed me around the factory and I was
more than impressed.

So 2006 was the year of boat shows, magazines and internet
research. But the idea of a Stabi-Craft had taken a firm root,
nothing less was going to do.

Buying a boat from the other side of the world is not ideal but a
lengthy email correspondence with Sean sorted out the model
and specification I wanted and eventually the order was placed.

I was on the waiting list for a new model - a 509WFr. It’s a bit
nerving ordering a new model without seeing it but the first review
I could find for it was very complimentary.

I ordered it without seats with a view to installing jockey seats
once the boat arrived in the UK. To give us some range for
possible adventures in the future we went for a 100-litre underfloor
fuel tank.

Delivery of the container seemed to take ages and work
commitments meant I had to wait for a week or so before I could
finally visit the boatyard to see what I had bought.

Compliments from the staff and other customers were very
reassuring. At the end of May 2007 we finally launched our boat,
which we named Karma, into the sea in Scotland.

After running in the new engine we took a two day RYA training
course to reduce the chance of making an expensive mistake
due to lack of knowledge.

We managed three weeks of boating through the summer during
which we gradually became more and more confident about the
abilities of ourselves with our new boat.

After the first season we are delighted with the choice. Thanks
to the design of the pontoons there is loads of room in the boat.
The 100hp Yamaha has no trouble handling waterskiers and we
can just exceed 30 knots.

We had some great fun taking photos of friends and family
sailing dinghies in sea conditions that meant most other
speedboats were stuck on their moorings. On top of this, we also
managed a couple of good runs along the coast to visit some of
the local harbours.

Roll on summer so we can do it all over again!”

global word
        ACHIEVING KARMA

The jockey seatsKarma taking on the chop in Scotland



A Frenchman, an Australian and two Kiwis travelled to
Queenstown for our International Dealer Conference last month.

And a year’s hard work was rewarded when the trio earned
prestigious Dealer of the Year awards – and that’s no joke.

New Caledonian marine salesman Delwyn McPhun was the
inaugural winner of an award for Outstanding Achievement in a
New Market.

Stu and Tracy Miller, of Whitianga Marine on the Coromandel
Peninsula, won the prestigious New Zealand Dealer of the Year
Award, and Michael Rozakis, of MY Marine in Melbourne, was
named Australian Dealer of the Year.

Australian sales manager Leeon Johnston said the latest coup
by New Caledonian dealership Quality Boats was to win a
government tender to supply a Stabi-Craft 859 Super Cab for
lagoon patrol duties in Noumea, the country’s capital.

“The 859 replaces a relatively new boat which was just not up to
the job,” Leeon said.

“Delwyn and his team did a very thorough job preparing the
tender – they are a lot of work and they had to translate all the
information into French. It gives Stabi-Craft huge visual impact
in the harbour.”

Based on Melbourne’s Mornington Peninsula, Michael Rozakis,
of MY Marine, was one of our first Australian dealers.

“He saw how unique the Stabi-Craft boats were early on. He’s
passionate about the boats, has in-depth product knowledge and
is not afraid to get potential buyers out on the water to test the
boats,” Leeon said.

Sean McColl, our New Zealand sales manager, said Whitianga
Marine’s Stu and Tracy Miller sold a lot of boats in proportion to
their population base.

“As well as running a professional operation they go the extra
mile for customers,” he said.

All four dealers received their awards from MC, popular comedian
Pio Terei – himself a fan of the Invercargill-manufactured boats.

The Stabi-Craft dealer network features 15 New Zealand dealers,
13 Australian dealers, three in the United States and Canada and
one in New Caledonia. However, instead of attending this
conference, dealers from the US and Canada will visit Invercargill
separately in the spring to align better with their boating season.

From innovative boats to succulent Bluff oysters, there was plenty
to whet the appetite of the 40 dealers in attendance.

Designed to give insight into how the boats are made, the
conference included a series of workshop sessions and factory
tours.

“Our dealers are the face of Stabi-Craft on showroom floors
around the world and it’s vital they know the design and
manufacturing processes that go into producing each of our
custom built boats – after all, it’s those high standards which set
us apart,” managing director Paul Adams said.

On the final day the dealers swapped conference folders for
lifejackets, with a focus on showcasing new innovations – a
hallmark of Stabi-Craft Marine for the past 21 years.

Stabi-Craft launched four new production boat models on Lake
Wakatipu – the 759 Super Cab Sport, 529 WXR, 529 WFR and the
Matt Watson Limited Edition 389 Frontier.

The 759 Super Cab Sport showcases revolutionary advances in
pontoon design and is the first boat to emerge from the factory
featuring Stabi-Craft’s new GenIII pontoons.

The 529 WXR and WFR supercede Stabi-Craft’s 509 W models,
which have been further enhanced for added functionality, space
and style.

“We’ve taken our most popular model and made it even better,”
Paul said.

The limited edition 389 Matt Watson is named for New Zealand
extreme fishing guru and host of the ITM Fishing Show Matt
Watson who worked with our design team to create a boat for
hard-core fisherman.

dealer word
        C’EST MAGNIFIQUE QUALITY BOATS

Ian Gibson admits his new toy – a Stabi-Craft 659 Super Cab –
is making him feel younger than ever.

Since purchasing the boat from MY Marine in Melbourne in September
last year, he’s hauled in some impressive catches and even learned
to dive, earning his open water ticket in Bali.

“For a bloke on the wrong side of 50, it’s been a challenge,” Ian said.

Of course, new eyes helped too. Ian had surgery to replace the lenses
in his eyes last year.

“It’s given me a whole new lease on life.”

His new-found passion for diving prompted the installation of a
Hookah air compressor on the transom, complete with two 100m
hoses – an investment which has put plenty of delectable crayfish
on the dinner table.

“I’ve always liked hunting and this is another form of that,” Ian said.

He’s now set his sights on reeling in a mako shark.

“That will get the adrenalin flowing – it’s like catching a tiger by the
tail apparently,” he said.

“I’m not an adrenalin junkie as such but I do like adventure.”

It’s that quest which has seen Ian rack up 55 hours on his Stabi-Craft
in the past few months.

“Everything I wanted in a boat is in this boat. It’s got pretty much a
tick in every box as far as I’m concerned.”

At Easter, Ian recalled waiting over an hour for his turn on the double
ramp to retrieve at Inverloch, in the South Gippsland region of Victoria.

“There was a brisk wind and side current making loading difficult for
everyone,” he said.

“With a huge crowd lined up along the jetty the pressure was on. An
ounce of skill and a ton of luck and I drove the 659 onto the trailer
then overheard a spectator say `geez, the biggest boat here and the
easiest to retrieve’.

“Thanks again to the Stabi-Craft team – you make average people
like us look good.”

If you reel in an impressive catch on board your Stabi-Craft, we’d love to see
it. Send photos and details to kate@stabi-craft.co.nz and it could be our next
Catch of the Day.

fishing word
 CATCH OF THE DAY - CRAYFISH CAPERS

staff word
       SNOWY ALASKA
Gigantic Alaskan king crabs and
plenty of snow made a business
trip to  Alaska even more
memorable for Stabi-Craft’s
managing director Paul Adams
recently.

And there was plenty of local
knowledge on hand with honorary
tour guides Travis Swanson and

Terry Coreson, of Ron’s Honda Center in Soldotna, and Dan Lomax,
Stabi-Craft’s United States representative who is based just north
of Seattle.

It takes more than the chilly conditions to deter the hardy fisherman
of Soldotna, who are spoilt for choice when it comes to casting
a line. The Kenai River, one of the prime salmon fishing rivers in
the world, winds its way through the area. Dan swears it’s nothing
to catch a 100lb Chinook on the Kenai.

If it’s the challenge of big game fishing that’s gets the adrenalin
pumping, it’s only a short drive to the harbour and the Homer
fishing grounds, boasting the best halibut fishing for miles around.

“While the conditions in Alaska are vastly different to those in
New Zealand, it’s great to see our boats fit so smoothly into each
environment,” Paul said.

He also joined the trio in Anchorage for the Great Alaska
Sportsman Show, an annual hunting, fishing and boating
extravaganza where Ron’s Honda Center had a 529 Frontier on
show this year.

The group later travelled on to Juneau, the state capital, where
Kent Adams, general manager of Willies Marine, had just caught
them a local delicacy – an Alaskan king crab – which he cooked
up at the shop.

Just one leg was half a metre long and the diameter the size of
a woman’s wrist, Dan said.

Ian Gibson (left) and mate Wayne
Clarke with a crayfish haul off

Inverloch, in the South Gippsland
region of Victoria, Australia.

Ian Gibson’s Stabi-Craft 658
Super Cab

Lunch - an Alaskan king crab

Michael Rozarkis Stu and Tracey MillerPaul Adams (left) presents Delwyn McPhun (right) with his award


