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ON THE WATER

latest word
MATT'S CRAZY - BUT NOT STUPID

He's hauled in monstrous marlin with a
hand line from a dingy and landed big game
catches from a jetski — nothing's too daring
for adventure fisherman Matt Watson.

His antics on the ITM Fishing Show have
seen him dubbed crazy — a label he's happy
to wear — but he says he's not stupid. Safety
is paramount for the Kerikeri father-of-two
so he relies on Stabi-Craft.

He's just taken possession of a 389 Frontier
model, which was christened on the
hunt for 300kg giant blue fin 40 miles off
the West Coast.

‘| felt safer out there in my Stabi 389 than |
would in a lot of 18-20ft boats I've been in.

"When we are out fishing and filming, | get
to go out and concentrate on the fishing and
not have to worry about what's going to
happen if the weather cuts up rough."

Other boat builders have since offered up
an array of boats.

"l just tell them it's not even worth discussing.
With Stabi-Craft | genuinely believe in the
boat. And it's rare in business to form a
relationship with someone like (Stabi-Craft
managing director) Paul Adams that's so
easy to maintain with no bullshit."

Since learning to cast as a toddler, Matt has
racked up an impressive array of big game
catches, with a personal marlin tally of "990-
odd at last count".

“I'm always trying to get that same first rush
| got ... by adding the challenge of doing it
off a jetski or something, it gives me that first
fish rush all over again — it allows me to
re-live it.

“The best fishing trip is the next one."

Matt's longest stint without casting a rod
was three months in Europe.

“Then | broke my knee at Beerfest in
Germany — it was a relief because | finally
had an excuse to bail out of the OE. | was
out fishing on crutches as soon as | got back
to New Zealand," he said.

The injury proved a blessing in disguise and
Matt landed a job on Primetime in 2001,

which went on to earn "most successful
boat" status for the next three seasons.

In 2004 Matt joined the Ultimate Lady, a 90ft
luxury sportfisher which amassed an
incredible 405 marlin — the highest tally ever
in a season.

While famous in fishing circles, Matt's profile
is set to soar with his show — still produced
in a room he built at the back of his garage
—recently signed up by international giant
Fox Sports.

“I'm a fisherman trying to make television,
not a presenter trying to fish — and that's
what people can relate to."

It's a major coup in his quest to promote
the sport.

“If what | do gets more people fired up about
fishing, then I'm doing my job," he said.

“When you land the big one, snap a photo
and get your trophy that way. If you let it go,
it's win-win — it will breed and your kids can
catch fish in the future. The concept is a bit
of a change in the psyche of the average
bloke though.

“Limit your catch, don't catch your limit. Gone
are the days where your fishing peers will
judge the best fisherman by the fullest catch
tank," Matt said.

11VdI-18V1S




When Daniel Upperton's perfect job appeared, he wasn't about to
let a move to the other end of the country get in his way.

The former Aucklander is the latest edition to our talented design
team, venturing south with fiance Naomi three months ago to take
up the position. The couple recently brought their first house and are
settling into life in the deep south.

"It's definitely a change of pace butit's a nice change,” Daniel said.
‘The weather's not perfect but | didn't come here for the weather."

Experienced in working on charter and commercial vessels, Daniel
graduated from Massey University last year with a Batchelor of
Transport Design, specialising in boats.

‘This was the only job of its kind in New Zealand and it was exactly
what | was looking for," he said.

"Stabi-Craft has a very good reputation and in terms of trailer boats
in New Zealand, this would be the pick of the bunch."

The job itself offered a lot of design work and the opportunity to
contribute ideas to boating innovations.

While Stabi-Craft has earned a global reputation for safety and
performance, Daniel said even the best designs needed modification
as the industry evolved.

Tasked with implementing those ideas on the shop floor are our
newest qualified tradesmen, Caleb Edminstin and Cole Roughan,
aged 23.

The pair, have completed their apprenticeships to earn the National
Certificate in Boat Building Alloy Boat Building level 4.

Caleb has also completed extra units to achieve the Alloy Production
Trailer Boats level 4 certificate, and Cole plans to undertake the
additional study as well.

Production manager Maurice 0'Rorke said Stabi-Craft has now
produced 10 qualified tradesmen and can boast a 100 percent
success record.

“That's impressive, particularly when you compare it to the national
standard which is about 50 percent of apprentices completing their
time," he said.

‘There is still a major shortage of skilled boat builders nationwide.
If you can't find quality workers, you've got to train them yourselves
and that's exactly what we've done."

Speaking of quality workers, Owen Miller recently clocked over 10
years as a member of the Stabi-Craft team.

Owen is team leader of work centre two in the construction process
of the boats and is also our warranties manager.

His efforts since joining Stabi-Craft in 1997 were recognised at a
presentation by managing director Paul Adams.

Stabi-Craft at work.

———

v, \)
NruRg wirn cont®*

SHOWROOM & SERVICE CENTRE OPEN :
Monday-Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm / Sat 9am - noon
Closed for Statutory holidays only
345 Bluff Road, Invercargill

PHONE : 03 211 1828 / 0800 4 STABI

www.stabicraft.com

first word

PAUL'S LATEST CATCH

Stabi-Craft managing director Paul Adams and
his wife Liza landed themselves a 7 pound 1 oz
baby girl, Fiah Rebecca, on Saturday, September 1.
A gorgeous baby sister for Tomas, Bronte, Piper
and big sister Becky.
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