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Practicality and unsinkability
outweigh the looks department
when it comes to Stabicraft
fishing boats, as Paul
Tuzson found out aboard the
manufacturer’s 829 SC Glli
Weekender chasing some big-

wave action in Bass Strait
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So we weant out through the nolorous hisads at the mouth of Vicloda's Port
Philin Bay, o the edge of the Bass Strail, looking for this reglon’s renowned
bag waves. We found huge waves = but with highhy-roundad smooth-rolling
paakes, That keft us to wail instead for a passing ship whene we could power
over its wake and provida the best 1est we had all day,
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Marwy will alreacdy know that Stabicraft boats are renowned for excellent
perfoemance in rough weather This i not surpnsng, considenng that

the basic design was created for sarious fzhing cut of Invercamil. This
challenging emaonment s about 300Kkm closer o' the South Pole than the
bottom of Tasmania,

Acquired taste

It you're looking for a glamodr boat, then Stabicralt is not it But if you
want you and your family to ba comifortable and safe inany weather, then
put Stabicratt on the top of your kst. They're certainly unusual, vt also
purposaful. An acquired taste. You don't nead 1o be cut n a Siabcaft for
vary lang in the rough to acouire that 1aste. In fact, the longer vou spend in ~ "
s

& Stabicraft, tha better locking it gets. Ask professionals, like commercial
fisherman or tha Coastouand
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The faceted structune around tha side of the boal
15 actually g composite pontoon consisting ofa
ririg of airtight chambers that are partly responsible
for the stability and-salety of The desgn

The otier main stabizing feature is the massive
stepped chine, which is aclually the underside of
the pontoon, The resultsof this construction are
immediately apparant on boarding the boat = it
pardly rocks. Sure, it's & big boat — but | wesgh in
at 125kg and step haavily, and tham was still less
mcnermant than | expaciad

And It's a great, roomy fishing plationm. After
we'd done the shols wea stayved out at [he heads
fior @ spot of fishing. Anather cargo ship went
pest, and even though we were side-on 10 I1s
wake, we simply had a bit of a ook and tharn
setihad down virtually immedataly, [t's a very
stabla fishing platioam

Stationany stability and 1tha ability 1o cut through
rough watar are usually confkcling requerements
but not in this boat. The stem: from under the
bow eve and down arcund the curveis set gl a
wave-siicing 42°, Linder the boat, just aft of the
curve from the bow, the figure reduces 1o 30°
and then fiattens out to 22" at the stem

So the bow is shaped o cut throuah rough wates
while the stem gets the boat up onto plana fairy
gasily, The encircing pontoon Increases stability
in all stuations and the effect of the stepped
ching is also often guite apparent

For a start, ey water coming off the Pud s
racliracted dowrwards, resulting in & very dry
fide, Also, the superbhy smooth water just before
sunaet did allow us 1o whip off some tight tums
and check the handling of tha boal. Hang on
fightly is all we can say.

The Weskender cigs in and turns much more
sharply than anyone reahy nesds. In fact, in &l
normal siltations the 829 has masses of handling
In resenve,

Peace of mind

The encircing pantoon and another air-filecd
section in tha centrie of he hull mean that the 820
{and all Stabicraft) are wivally unsinkable, Even

if they'ra completely Swamped, or you leave the
bungs aul, they don't go down, Also, they have
a seff-draining deck. but It doesn't have to be

as high as those in other boats because of ha
lack of concern about fiooding due 1o the neutral
buovancy. Bven if the draining 1ube gets a tear in
it, the baat wor't sink. So, It's safe and stable,

The large dack area of the B20 makes fishing
gasy, with planty of room to gel arcund each other
without getting in a tangla, Them's jusl one smal
comer saat i the rear of the cabin, All of 1ha rest
i pure fishing

Twao rodholoers are fitted into each of the
gurwales and ancother can be found on each

sicha of thie well-drained fillsting board atop the
fully plumbed hvelast tank, whiie there ans another
eight across the back of the cabin overhang, Each
of the storage areas in the side coamings is also
long enough to take rods. For gatting things. dona
al night, thare's a fioodiight undar the overhang

Storage in'genaral is worth mentioning = it's
averywhers, Every seal pad in the boat (except
the helmj ifts up to reveal stormge, and some of i
i poaitively cavermous, Even the back pad lor the
main seat at the table has storage bahind it and
the ficor plates under the raised fable mount fift up
to reveal yat more. There’s also a double cupboand
under the sink'stove bench, A 100-8tre freshwater
tank suppies the sink and the stove uns on
methylated spirits. A 45-litre refrigerator completes
tha galey package. ?

Even mors stivage s offersd in the bow and in-fils
are available (o convert the Vberths loone big
bed. A Porla-Pottiis located under the: friont squats
just barend he anchor well, which s, as you'd
axpact, equippad with & power winch, We have

10 say thal the tolet could be located a littla more
privateh, Apparanily the actony realises this and is
ahout o start putting tham to the sida just in friont
af the instriument consols

There's a generously sred accass hatch io the
foredeck with adiustabils tension stnas. The
bowspnt is substantial and fitted with a Sarca 3-4
55 failead, Another berth s miade avaliable by
ropping the galley table down below seat laved,
adding a couple of bridging squabs to connact the
seals on both sides, and folding up an extension
1o the fmont port seal.

Comfortable interior

Tha entire interion of the cabin from the Bow to the
bulkhead i completely ined — oo, everything,
There's also camal, and thes extends out onto the
rear deck. All this makes what coud othenwisa be
a fairly coid aluminitm boat info & mons welcoming
envirenment. Thera's also a dissal burning hesled
demister fitted 10 kesp the windscreen clear and
the intenor wanm

A8 a further aid 10 s8N0 Whers you e goeng,
heawn-duity wipers with washers ane standard.
The two-piace Bmm glass windscren s curved

SPECIFICATIONS

[FRICE AS REVIEWED $159,000

$25.875
Term i) monthe
MONTHLY PAYMENT 51955
@ TOYOTA

we'[| 3;4’ o o the water

PHONE 0800 438 226
www.getaboat.co.nz
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