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Boat Review: Stabicraft 2250 Su

e OUld the latest evolution
of Stabicraft Marine’s
class-leading, positive
buoyancy boats be the
— best yet?

Never a company to tread water, the
iconic Southland boatbuilder has steadily
improved its range of pioneering rigid-

hulled aluminium pontoon boats, which
company head Paul Adams prefers to call
“positive buoyancy boats”.

Although much imitated today,
Stabicraft was first to build boats of
this type on any scale, and today its
Invercargill factory is one of the largest
and most modern boatbuilding facilities
in the country.

In recent times Stabicraft has
concentrated on its popular Supercab
(hardtop) models, which have undergone
a series of evolutionary changes
over the years in response to owner
feedback — to their tube design, cabin
construction, overall styling, seating,
accommodation options and numerous
other modifications and innovations.

The latest Supercab model, the
2250SC, continues the evolutionary
theme, introducing a number of new
features, many of which will almost
certainly trickle down to the rest of the
Stabicraft range.

The 2250SC reflects a change in
Stabicraft’s naming methodology too.
Whereas in the past boat length in metres
identified models, Paul and the team
have opted to use feet for the latest crop
of Stabicraft boats, clearly in a bid to
set them apart from the opposition. It
probably won’t hurt their prospects in the
American boating market either, where
Stabicraft has a growing presence.

The 2250SC (Super Cab) is 22.5-feet

long (6.86m), so it slots neatly between
the 659SC and 759SC, right in the middle
of the eight-model supercab range.

St Bathans...

We got to try the 2250SC over two days,
in freshwater and salt. Our initial plan to
cross Foveaux Strait to Stewart Island was
foiled by the weather — 40 knots off Tiwali
Point forced us to pull the pin.

Plan B involved a long but amazingly
scenic tow up through Southland and into
Central Otago.

Our destination was the remarkable
Blue Lake at St Bathans, in the Central
Otago high country, the site of extensive
gold mining in the 19th century. The lake
was formed by years of sluicing for gold,
which eroded the surrounding hills into
fantastic shapes. The valley then filled
with water to form a lake encircled by
high, sculpted cliffs. The lake’s intense
blue colour is caused by the minerals
leached out of the surrounding rocks
and was the reason for our journey: the
spectacular backdrop and aquamarine
water offered a great photo opportunity.

Our arrival at St Bathans brought
forth curious patrons of the Vulcan
Hotel, who lined the clifftop above the
lake to see what we were up to. But with
temperatures hovering at around six
degrees Celsius, they didn’t stay long.

We launched both boats into the lake
— a Stabi 459 served as our photo boat
—and spent an hour or so getting the
pictures we wanted before hitting the road
again, headed for Lake Dunstan.

The 2250SC rides on a dual-axle trailer
with hydraulic brakes. It’s a Stabicraft
aluminium |-beam design with galvanised
steel roller brackets. The running gear
is also steel. Aluminium helps cut down

Oviov Marine

VOLVOWORKSHOP @
PINE HAREOUR MARINA

NOW OPEN
TALKTO USTODAY
FORYOUR RE-POWER

Ovlov Marine

[ ] L
Limited...~
Ph 09377 4285
Fax 09 377 D665
Ermail infodowvlov.conz
142 Besumont Street, Westhaven
www.ovlov.co.nz

September 2009 Boating New Zealand 25



on trailerable weight, falling comfortably
under the 2500kg limit and meaning
there’s no need for electrically-activated
brakes. Adams’ 3.0-litre turbo-diesel

junction between pontoon and hull, giving
improved lift, more responsive cornering
and a drier ride. Of course, the pontoons
provide masses of positive buoyancy too,
Holden Rodeo made easy meat of the which in the 2250SC totals 2000 litres.
long tow, which must have The new

setsotiom s “CUMOUS PATONS soeoneve
On Dunstan, where we ||ned the Cl|fﬁ0p

launched the bright-red, tO See What We
Were up to' ' '” slimmer than the

immaculately-finished

2250SC just above the
pontoons Stabicraft had used before. In
the 2250SC they’re standardised at 4mm

dam at Clyde, we got an
opportunity to put it through its paces.

thick, complementing the boat’s 5mm
hull plates.

This boat joins two other models in the
Apart from associated benefits in

supercab range to feature Stabicraft’s
styling, the 2250SC gains an extra 20cm

in cross-section
than Generation
IIs, which were
themselves much

new Generation Il pontoons, launched
last year. Gen llls feature an almost
gullwing-like, turned-down chine at the

in internal beam and loses 5cm in external
beam compared to models fitted with

Gen Il pontoons, meaning a roomier boat
for a given beam. There’s also a lot more
storage in shelves above the sealed,
compartmentalised pontoons.

On the water the 2250SC turns like it's
on rails, and a reasonably strong wind
piping down and across the lake couldn’t
blow any spray on or into the boat. The
Yamaha 225hp four-stroke was mounted
on a sealed, extra-wide ‘multi-pod’,
which is an extension of the hull, offering
additional buoyancy aft and effectively
increasing the 2250’s waterline length.
The pod will accept either a single 25-inch
or two 20-inch (shaft length) outboards,
with all the mounting points pre-drilled
and bushed at the factory. Multi-pods

Clockwise from above:Underway beside Lake
Dunstan’s spectacular cliffs; Speeding-past the
town of Cromwell; At sea-on Bluff Harbour

are now a feature on most of the
Supercab range.

There’s no nose-up attitude under
acceleration, which is strong, and the
boat’s transition onto the plane is almost
imperceptible. In fact, the 2250 rides level
throughout its speed range; altering the
engine trim doesn’t hugely alter the boat’s
ride attitude, but there’s still a full range
of trim available, allowing the driver to
maximise ride comfort and fuel economy.

...to Bluff

No trim tabs were fitted to the test boat,
which has a deadrise aft of 20 degrees,
but they would have been handy in

the gusty crosswinds we experienced

on Lake Dunstan, and in the blustery
conditions of Bluff Harbour the next day.

FITTING

ENDLESS

ACCESSORY
OPTIONS!
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Without them, the boat heels over a little,
although never to the same extent as a
conventional hull thanks to the stabilising
effects of the boat’s pontoons.

At rest the boat is as stable as one
would expect from a Stabicraft. The
roomy, uncluttered cockpit is a great
place to fish or dive from. A self-draining
(via sea scuppers) chequer plate floor
offers easy cleaning and good footing,
and the high gunwales plenty of security
in a seaway. A washdown is fitted in the
starboard corner and LED cockpit lighting
should make night fishing easy.

The 2250’s optional ‘Super Fish’
transom is practical and handsome,
in a utilitarian sort of way. The large
transom locker is topped by a plumbed,
glass-fronted livebait tank and standard
Stabicraft bait station/board. It
accommodates the boat’s batteries
behind plastic locker doors and has
plenty of additional space for general
storage. The isolation switch is mounted
on the front of the transom unit where it’s
easy to get to, and half-height, pullout
transom doors slot neatly into slides
out of the way under the Super Fish
transom. A typical, rugged and user-

friendly Stabicraft t-shaped dive ladder is
mounted on the starboard side.

One of the things | particularly like
about this transom layout is the fact
that it’s suspended: it doesn’t reach the
cockpit sole. That makes it much easier to
work around — no danger of stubbing your
toes. It has also allowed Stabicraft to fit a
lift-out inspection panel in the floor giving
access to the bilge pump in the sump,
which augments the boat’s scuppers.

There’s good thigh support from the
coamings, which are wide enough to
sit on and covered with high-density
neoprene — warm to the touch and
also non-slip — but the inside pontoon
surfaces (nicely painted in grey stipple)
butt up against the cockpit sole, with
no toe recess possible. One solution
is to bring the coamings inboard a few
centimetres, creating space below them,
but this would impact on overall cockpit
space, and Stabicraft have worked very
hard to maximise interior beam. An
internal lip on the coamings prevents
water finding its way inside the boat
—yet another small improvement on
previous models.

Under the floor there’s a huge,

sunlight-
koci
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200-litre wet locker equipped with a
macerator pump to take care of old bait
and the fishy bits and pieces that always
find their way to the boat’s lowest point.
The hatch cover is fully braced and held
up with a gas stay, making it light to

lift. An under-floor fuel tank holds 300
litres for long-range game excursions;
the exterior fuel filler is set well forward,
for greatly improved filling speed and
reduced blow-back.

Warm and cosy
The Stabi 2250SC provides full-length
berths, with an optional infill, in a
generous fore cabin. A hatch gives access
to the foredeck and ground tackle, which
is taken care of by a remotely-operated,
fully automatic StressFree capstan.
Anchor and fairlead are both by Sarca.
Inside, the SuperCab is a pleasant-
enough place to be — certainly on a cold
winter’s afternoon. This boat is fitted
with a diesel heater, which we took full
advantage of. It blows warm air over the
windscreen, eliminating condensation
and warming the cabin’s occupants at the
same time. Two-speed windscreen wipers
keep the outside of the screens clear of

rain and spray.

The boat’s black aluminium instrument
console is large enough to accept decent-
sized, flush-mounted electronics (in this
case by Furuno), with room to spare for
gauges, switches (backlit) and other
controls. Charcoal Frontrunner along the
dash reduces glare on the windscreen,
while a lip prevents objects sliding off
onto the deck. The boat is pre-wired for
Fusion sound systems — simply remove
the blanks and fit the speakers and head
unit of your choice.

The helm position is excellent.
Helmsman and front seat passenger
are accommodated on a pair of smart-
looking, pedestal, easy-rider-style bucket
seats upholstered in red Stabicraft-
monogrammed vinyl and offering a
full range of vertical and horizontal
adjustment. Flip-up seat bolsters provide
back support if you prefer to drive
standing up. Optional rear companion
seats (painted and upholstered in
bright-red) were also fitted for a total
of four seats. Visibility ahead is good
and the sliding side windows are useful
for close quarters manoeuvring and
ventilation purposes.







